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New Home Students Riley Stokes, Effi Correa, 

Jackson Bass, Whit Smithson, Rebecca Abney, 

Brayden Metcalf, Kole Lorton Mackenzie Bolton, 

Elizabeth Dye, Trevor Lehman, and Pace Ritz 

competed in the Texas Alliance for Minorities in 

Engineering Competition on Feb 26, 2018 at Tex-

as Tech University in Lubbock. On March 2, 2018 

the students competed again, and the following 

students have advanced to the State competition: 

Effi Correa, Riley Stokes, Jackson Bass, Whit 

Smithson, Rebecca Abney, Brayden Metcalf, and 

Kole Lorton. Those students will be included in 

the Math, Science, and Engineering Competitions.  

New Home 
OAP Makes 

School History 

New Home OAP’s performance of Dark Road by Laura 

Lundgren Smith advances from Bi-District to Area for the 

first time in school history. See page 7 for more. 

New Home Competes at 
TAME 



  

 

Senior Pitcher Keagen Grantham 

hurls one past a Sundown batter to 

Freshman Catcher Bode Stewart dur-

ing their match up on March 19. 

 

 

 

 

New Home Baseball Gets Underway 
New Home baseball coach, Brady Webb, is excited for the upcoming base-
ball season. “My expectations are for the boys to continue to work hard 
and learn the game.” When asked about two New Home players, Reed 
Bundy and Keagen Grantham, making the top 15 1A prospects list, he said, 
“I’m so excited for Reed and Keagen. They played really good last year.” 
Reed Bundy is extremely grateful and exhilarated that he made the list, 
saying “This season, we’re gonna go fight win!” Keagen Grantham is also 
glad, and expects great things for this season, saying “I have high expecta-
tions for this season and expect to go deep in the playoffs.” In a closing 
statement, coach Webb agreed that this season’s baseball quote will be 
“Dad gum it!”    

Sophomore Blake Buckelew takes a swing 

against Sundown on March 19. 



 

 

 

Leopards of the Month 
. 

 

Stina Neiman has worked at New Home ISD for a total of 

17 years. Ten of those years was spent working in regis-

tration. She graduated from Tahoka High School, then 

graduated with an Associate’s Degree in Accounting from 

South Plains College. She has lived here in New Home for 

23 years after moving from the Meadow area. She moved 

to New Home with her husband and son, Jonathan. Her 

son spent his entire school career at New Home. Her fa-

vorite hobbies outside of school are reading, sewing and 

crafts. She attends Texas Tech football games, New Home 

sports, and FFA activities. If she were a food, she would 

want to be enchiladas. 
 

Kennedy Lorton, 9, a third grader at New Home, has 

attended school here since Pre-K. “It is an adventure. 

There is yet so much to be discovered" is what she 

said when asked what she was involved in outside of 

school. Her favorite class is Science, and her favorite 

teacher is Mrs. Lorton, her mom. She is involved in 

art and P.E. When she grows up she wants to become 

a doctor. 

 

Kendall Aguilar, 14, is a Freshman at New Home. She 

came here her eighth grade year. Her favorite class is 

English which is taught by her favorite teacher, Mrs. 

Quillin. She is involved in all Honors classes. Outside of 

school she likes to spend time with her friends, throw 

parties, and she also works at the local café, The Spot.   

Gabe Cantu, 16, is a Junior at New Home, and has been 

here since second grade. He is involved in football, bas-

ketball and Ag mechanics.  His favorite class is Ag, but 

his favorite teacher is Mrs. Hymes, who teaches math. 

He spends his time outside of school at his dad's busi-

ness, Beever's Radiator Shop. He also likes to hang out 

with his friends and play basketball & baseball. 

In each issue, three individuals from New 
Home School are highlighted 



 

 

 

Journalism Staff Bios 

Cayman Smith, 15, came to New Home in his 

sixth grade year transferring from Lubbock 

Cooper Central. He is currently in the ninth 

grade. Smith enjoys playing sports such as 

football, track, and powerlifting.  When Smith 

isn’t in school he enjoys riding his dirt bike. 

After high school he plans on attending Texas 

Tech University to get a Bachelor’s of  Sci-

ence and Nursing degree and plans to become 

an Operating Room Nurse.  

Tanner Harrison, 17, joined New Home ISD when he was in the 

eighth grade. For a total of  five years, he has participated in 

Cross-Country and Track. His after school activities consists of  

coaching at Texstar Athletics in Lubbock. Harrison’s favorite 

class is Ag because he enjoys the teachers and it’s the last class 

of  the day for him. Tanner plans on attending Trinity Valley for 

his first two years at college. He is still debating whether he 

wants to go to the University of  Central Florida or Louisiana 

State University for the rest of  his college years.  

Will Gibson has attended New Home ISD for 

three years. He is in the ninth grade; his favorite 

class is Agricultural Science. Gibson is involved 

in FFA and Student Council which will help him 

get a job in the future. Starting this year Gibson 

participated in FFA competitions such as Chap-

ter Conducting and Wool Judging, and Quiz. He 

wants to attend college at the University of  Ok-

lahoma and graduate with a degree in law en-

forcement and forensic science and become an 

FBI agent.  

Jackson Bass, Staff Reporter 



 

 

 

Phone Use in School  

The use of  cell phones in school is a divisive topic. Some people feel very strongly in 

favor, while others adamantly disagree. 

There are many disadvantages to having phones during school, but there are also 

several benefits.  

Some disadvantages include distractions towards other students, lack of  learning, 

disrespectfulness, and cheating on assignments.  

Cell phones offer an easy way to cheat on tests or assignments through texting and 

looking online.  In addition, students are so involved in their phones it’s easy to be 

distracted by vibrations or noise from their cellular device.  It could also cause disre-

spectfulness because the student would get distracted and they won’t pay attention 

to the teachers or who is speaking.  

On the other hand, advantages to students having access to cell phones during 

school include the ability to contact someone in emergency situations, research, take 

notes, to teach responsibilities, and students will be able to obtain assignments from 

teachers through several apps that are approved by schools. 

Having a cell phone can be great in its own way.  In any situation, students can al-

ways find a way to contact someone. Some situations can be emergencies or last mi-

nute notification. Having a phone can be great especially when doing research and 

taking notes. It also helps the teachers give assignments and notes when a student 

has been absent. A cell phone can also teach responsibility through time manage-

ment, and communicating information to parents.  

The use of  phone usage can have disadvantages and advantages. The disadvantages 

have a phone during school is distraction, disrespectfulness, cheating, and distraction 

to learning. The advantages of  having a phone during school is being able to contact 

someone in a situation, being able to do research and take notes, obtaining assign-

ments from teachers, and it teaches responsibility.  These are the advantages and dis-

advantages of  having and using a phone during school. 



 
  

 

New Home Powerlifting 
 Cayman Smith, Staff Reporter 

 On February 10, 2018 the New Home Powerlifting competed at the Levelland High 

school invitational. The team consisted of  seven lifters, Whit Smithson, Caleb Riojas, 

Heath Flores, Hayden Smith, Jett Ballard, Nathan Mojica, and Cayman Smith. Four out of  

seven lifters including Riojas, Flores, Hayden, and Cayman were all successful on all three 

events. Hayden lifted a total of  735 lbs. and placed 6th in the 132 weight division. Flores 

lifted a total of  670 lbs. and placed 33rd In the 148 weight division. Riojas lifted a total of  

645 lbs. and placed 25th in the 168 weight division. Cayman lifted a total of  735 In the 

220 lbs. weight class and placed 27th.   

 At the next meet, on February 15, The Powerlifting team competed at the Merkel 

invitational. The team consisted of  five lifters, Caleb Riojas, Heath Flores, Jett Ballard, 

Nathan Mojica, and Cayman Smith. Four out of  five lifters including, Flores, Ballard, and 

Cayman were all successful on all three events. Flores lifted a total of  700 lbs. and placed 

8th In the 148 weight division. Ballard lifted a total of  890 lbs. and placed 6th in the 168 

weight division. Mojica lifted a total of  815 lbs. and placed 8th in the 168 weight division. 

Cayman lifted a total of  715 In the 220 lbs. weight class and placed 10th.  



 

 

 

New Home OAP Makes 

School History 
On March 5, the New Home One Act  Play debuted their performance of  Dark 

Road by Laura Lundgren Smith. The story follows Greta, a former Nazi guard at the female 

camp Ravensbruck, who was sentenced to hang for the monstrosities she committed, and a 

journalist, Daimler, who turns out to be a former prisoner of  the infamous Nazi Camp 

Auschwitz . Daimler asks Greta to relive her past and tell him the story of  how the evil in-

side of  her grew so much that she killed countless people including children.  The play was 

very popular within the community, teacher Jessica Quillin stated, “I thought it was interest-

ing how they turned historic events into everyday life.” On March 6, the One Act team trav-

eled to District, held at Ropes ISD. They nailed their performance and won six individual 

awards (see picture below, right) as well as advancing to Bi-District.  

The cast and crew then traveled to Post on March 24 to perform at Bi-District. Again, the 

cast had an outstanding performance that won four individual awards—All-Star Cast for Er-

ica Garrett & Tanner Harrison, Honorable Mention All-Star Cast for Effi Correa, and Out-

standing Technical Crew for Danielle Torres—and advanced to Area, making school history 

as the first cast and crew to advance to this level of  competition.  

On  March 30, the season came to an end for the play when they received alternate to Re-

gional at the Area Contest. Although it wasn't the outcome for which we had all hoped, we 

are very proud of  the One Act Play Cast and Crew. Individual awards included Effi Correa 

being named to the All-Star Cast & Danielle Torres receiving Outstanding Technical Crew. 

District Awards: Constance Adams– Honorable Mention, Effi Correa-All 

Star Cast, Erica Garrett– Best Actress, Danielle Torres-Outstanding Crew 

Technician, Tanner Harrison-All Star Cast, Brayden Kirkland-Honorable 

Mention 

Cont’d pg 8 

Dark Road advances from District to Bi-District. 

Cont’d from pg 1 



Dark Road receives Alternate to Regional at the Area Contest at 

Frenship High School on March 30, 2018. 

Cast & Crew members front row, L to R: Leea Walden, Destiny Torres, Dan-

ielle Torres, D’Audree Dominguez, Michaela Rodriguez, Danielle Fonseca, Effi 

Correa (Area All-Star Cast), Constance Adams. Back row, L to R: Austin Keys, 

Dillan Ford, Dylan Martinez, Jackson Bass, Matthew Bradley, Maddison 

Truhlicka, Erica Garrett, Courtney Jackson, Tanner Harrison, Brayden Kirk-

land, and Sarah Jackson (Director) 
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